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A series of cutting-edge scholarly research monographs covering core aspects of film
studies. The series’ internationally respected authors contribute analytical and often
controversial volumes, offering a critical intervention into their subject.

Marina Warner, author of Phantasmagoria: Spirit Visions, Metaphors, and Media

Tom Gunning, Professor Emeritus University of Chicago

Screens and lllusionism: Alternative Teleologies of Mediation explores the effects of illusionism as
foundational to contemporary acts of perception and aesthetics. Our point of departure is the
acknowledgement that our sensory perception is fundamentally subject to mediation, through a
class of objects, techniques and technologies.VWe emphasise mediation to consider the loss of optical
certainty and explore illusionism within the register of the uncanny.This interdisciplinary collection
resonates with contemporary discussions of screen culture, media materiality and intermediality.
By exploring an array of pre- and post-cinematic devices and spectacular entertainments, this book
forges links between old and new media, and across media formats.

Peter ). Bloom is a Professor in the Department of Film and Media Studies at University of
California, Santa Barbara. His work has been focused on film and media studies with a regional
focus on West Africa, North Africa and Southeast Asia. He has published extensively on Belgian,
British and French colonial media, and is currently preparing a monograph under the title, Radio-
Cinema Modernity:The Catoptrics of Empire.

Dominique Jullien is Professor of Comparative Literature and French Studies at University of
California, Santa Barbara. She publishes on reception and translation studies, East-West dialogue,
travel narratives, media studies and world literature. Her most recent monograph is Borges,
Buddhism and World Literature:A Morphology of Renunciation Tales. Her current book project explores
technologies of optical mediation, illusionism and secular magic in contemporary fiction.
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